Introduced by Council Members Fussell & Yarborough:


RESOLUTION 2009-886
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE OF RANDY BERGQUIST; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Randy Bergquist, a native of Minnesota, served his country as a United States Marine, as an embassy guard in Switzerland, and as a drug interdiction officer and pilot for what is now known as United States Customs and Border Protection; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Bergquist and his wife, Pam, moved to Florida in 1987, settling in the Orange Park area and being stationed at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, and, after retirement, he went to work for Avenge, Inc., a Virginia-based company that provides government and military flight operations; and


WHEREAS, family was of the utmost importance to Mr. Bergquist, and he never failed in his calling to be a loving and guiding presence in the life of his son, Matt, and to be the consummate father and positive role model that any son could be proud to claim and imitate; and

WHEREAS, in 2007, Mr. Bergquist began flying in Afghanistan, where he recently was employed under a contract with Lockheed Martin Corporation for counter-narcoterrorism operations; and
WHEREAS, it was in the rugged and mountainous northeastern region of Afghanistan that he died, along with two other civilian United States military contractors, following the October 13, 2009, crash of a United States Army reconnaissance plane he was flying on a routine surveillance mission for NATO-led forces; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Bergquist was not only a loyal patriot, a tireless advocate for our troops, and a talented professional pilot who was happiest when protecting and helping his country in the call of freedom, but he was also known as a constant and faithful friend, dedicated to assisting those in need and always willing to give of himself in support of those around him; and

WHEREAS, Randy Bergquist passed from this life in service to his country and all its citizens, and the Council desires to honor his memory as an exemplary public servant worthy of emulation; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and honor the life and service of Randy Bergquist.

Section 2.

The City Council does further express its sincere condolences to the family and friends of Mr. Bergquist, recognizing that their loss is felt by many throughout our area.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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